
Prayer Input 

"David vs. Goliath"
About hope in extractivist times...



The socio-environmental conflicts caused by extractive companies offer
us the opportunity to bear witness to life alongside the exploited and
victims and to build with them new forms of coexistence and
relationships with nature and human beings. 

From the Mining Divestment Campaign: 

We share 3 prayer sessions, to feel, think and pray from the pain and hope
of the victims of extractivism and of an economic system that subjugates
and devastates us as humanity.
We invite you to make your commitment to life, to hope, to the struggle
of thousands of people and communities facing the economic model that
threatens us all. And to sustain this deep alliance with our sister Mother
Earth who welcomes us and asks us for help.

We invite you to make your commitment to life, to hope, to the
struggle of thousands of people and communities facing the
economic model that threatens us all. And to sustain this deep
alliance with our sister Mother Earth who welcomes us and asks us
for help.

 



 

 

Yet it would also be mistaken to view other living beings as mere objects subjected to arbitrary
human domination. When nature is viewed solely as a source of profit and gain, this has
serious consequences for society. This vision of “might is right” has engendered immense

inequality, injustice and acts of violence against the majority of humanity, since resources end
up in the hands of the first comer or the most powerful: the winner takes all. Completely at
odds with this model are the ideals of harmony, justice, fraternity and peace as proposed by

Jesus. 
 

As he said of the powers of his own age:
 

 “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority
over them. It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your

servant” (Mt 20:25-26).
 

Laudato Si, #82

To begin:

What is our relationship with Sister Mother Earth? How do we feel her?

Who suffers with this economic model of devastation?

How do we transform from our most concrete space the economic system
that subjugates us?

 

 

 



 
Symbol: 

 

THE WATER
We listen to the water, we recognize its taste, its smell. 

Water that flows, carries ancestral stories, feeds and bathes
children and animals, makes life flow. Rivers and water sources

are the great victims of extractivism. That water, which should be
life for all, is now also death for many, poisoned. 

 

SESSION 1

Let's hear the cries:

They took the gold from our lands. And now our water springs are affected.
Our houses are cracked, and we have skin diseases. And now the company

is leaving. They have made a good profit with what they took from San
Miguel to Canada. And we are left with the damage that has been done.

 
Crisanta Lopez - Marlin Mine Resistance Leader

 



Let's reflect from a theological perspective: 

Throughout our ecclesial traditions, that anthropocentric weight of our places of reflection has
prevailed and a greater effort is needed to make a biocentric turn that is necessary when
weaving with other spiritualities and referents that resist mining extractivism, while building
alternatives. To heart with the fabric of life that extends to territories, waters, mountains,
forests, animals and more, also extends from there to us; thus, to heart in harmony with that
fabric is to recognize ourselves as a thread of that vital loom that is grace, promise and miracle.
We recognize in community that ecological conversion also calls us to a biocentric turn and
therein lies one of our greatest challenges.

 

Let's be inspired by these gestures:

 
Our consciences will be shaken by the fact that we are only contemplating self-destruction 

based on capitalist, racist and 
patriarchal predation.

 
The Gualcarque River has called us, as well as the others that are seriously threatened. We must go. 

The militarized, fenced, poisoned Mother Earth, 
where elementary rights are systematically violated, 

demands us to act.
Let us then build societies capable of coexisting in a just 

and dignified manner and for life. 
Let us come together and continue with hope to defend and

 care for the blood of the earth and the spirits.
I dedicate this award to all the rebellions, to my mother,
 to the Lenca People, to Rio Blanco and to the martyrs

for the defense of natural resources.
 

Berta Cáceres - Honduran leader (assassinated)

 
 



We are call to change this reality: 

We want to be seeds of change and light, capable of feeling with the victims of the pain of
extractivism, who live with diseases, lack of food, and water contaminated by mining. We
want this water to flow freely, as it was created. 
Our commitment is to raise awareness, disseminate and share in the spaces where we are, about the
stories of pain and hope that thousands of families affected by extractive companies and their impacts on
water, the source of life. 

Let's pray together:

Sister water, you are transparency and simplicity, 
humility and rebellion. 

Sister water, ancestral memory of so many roads and villages where you dwell. 
Sister water, your presence integrates all creatures 

in this common home. 
Sister water, you are strength and fragility, 

integrity and contamination, health and life. 
Sister water, you sustain this common home, 

you are free and beautiful.
 Sister water, you are a transforming struggle 

that impels women and men to defend creation.
René  Flores, OFM

 



Let's hear the cries:

The institutions do not work, they do not work for the poor, 
they do not work for those of us who cannot afford to pay for access to justice. 

Now we are in struggle against the company that 
wants to occupy and destroy our territory. 

But we are also fighting against such a large power group, 
we are also fighting against a system, an institution that 

has not given us the justice we need.
 

Maribel Montalvo - indigenous, México

 
 

SESSION 2

 
Symbol: 

 

THE MOUNTAINS
We bring to our prayer the hills and mountains, which are also

groaning with labor pains. These places are sacred spaces where
life happens.  The land, slashed by the extractivist dagger that

cuts deep into its entrails, as it divides communities and
families, with promises of a development that is only a mirage

and deception. 



Let's reflect from a theological perspective:  

The relationship of David against Goliath, is expressed in these extractivist times, in the possibility of
so many communities, from their daily work, from their faith and their hope the ability to organize
and sustain themselves.
To walk towards the overthrow of colonial structures, means the resistance that opposes any project
of domination and that unmasks the coloniality behind the practices, values and discourses that are
assumed as superior.

 

Let's be inspired by these gestures:

 
 

 

 
 
 

"We, women cry out for justice, we will never forget: mining kills. 
Following Mary's example, women are a symbol of care, wisdom and courage, in front of everything
we observe, live and dream, the feminine protagonism is predominant in pastoral and social actions

as well as in the struggles and resistance against mining." 

 
Bruna Monalisa - Brasil



We are call to change this reality: : 

The place we choose, in the manner of Jesus, is with the victims, embracing their pain and their
wounds, opting for their hope and acting in consequence of their defense of life. We act with
prophecy. In which places and spaces, accompanying which realities, do we respond with
prophecy? 
Our commitment: from the spaces where we are we join initiatives for justice, bets to break
these chains of domination as the Mining Divestment Campaign.

Let's pray together:

 
 

 

 
 
 

Give us, Lord, that strange Peace
that springs up in the midst of struggle

like a flower of fire
that breaks in the middle of the night

like a hidden song;
that comes in the midst of death

like a long-awaited kiss.
Give us the Peace of those who walk always,

naked of advantages,
clothed by the wind of a nubile hope.

That Peace of the poor
who has already conquered fear.

That Peace of the free
who clings to life.

The Peace that is shared
in fraternal equality

like water and the Host
 

Bishop Pedro Casaldáliga

 
 



SESSION  3

 
Symbol: 

 

THE JUNGLE
Place of abundance, threat and resistance. The jungle is

home, where human and non-human life coexist. We pray in
the jungle and for the jungle, for the territories that are

defended with life, and which are also a place of martyrdom.
 

Let's listen to the cries:

They enslaved us to promote this economic and development model and they continue to do so today.
Expropriating our dignity, exploiting our human condition in favor of this extractivism that continues to be

implemented. 
Therefore, extractivism is the continuity of this policy of death that began with colonization and now they

continue to expropriate us. It is the continuity of racism and classism that is used to enrich a few in the
spite of the destruction of the majorities. 

 
Francia Márquez - Colombia

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Let's be inspired by these gestures:

 The community is not only the people who inhabit a space, 
but we have links with non-human beings who are in the same space and that link with these non-

human beings, makes the planet is preserved for indigenous peoples.
 

Bishop Miguel Angel Cadenas - Bishop of Iquitos - Peru
 

 
 

 

Let's reflect from a theological perspective:   

The extractivist economy, of dispossession and death, contrasts the biblical understanding of the earth as
a gift from God, the earth given as a grace to work it and share it in solidarity. The sabbatical year of the
earth (Lev. 25 and 26) is what the document of the Synod of the Amazon calls ecological grace, visible in
"the knowledge, initiatives, leaderships, public actions and spiritualities that the territories in resistance
offer us". Therefore, the ecological sin is to reject that ecological grace while accepting it implies that the
communities of faith assume responsibility for its care by ethical demand. 

It is from this demand that we must cultivate the attitude of learning in constant sharing, in collaboration
with others, for which it is pertinent to rely on critical and liberating pedagogies. In order for
communities of faith to connect with the earth, with Creation and to live the ecological conversion, it is
essential to be open to listening to and sharing paths with the communities that resist and that have
woven the struggles for the care of the territories, native peoples, Afro-descendants and peasants of the
global South.

 



Let's pray together:

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not

pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that
we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We thank you for

being with us each day. 
 Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.

 
Laudato Si

 
 

 

We are call to chance this reality:

There are communities that are suffering from the extractive model. There are violations of human
rights, affectations to people's dignity. We want to promote a serious and ethical reflection within
our churches. 
Our commitment: To analyze, debate and propose dialogues within our faith organizations on the
relationship between the communities that suffer and the companies that generate this suffering.
What relationship we have with these companies at the local, national and international levels. Do
we have financial investments that favor these companies and allow them to continue causing
suffering?



 

 

We may not be able to modify the destructive model of
extractivist development immediately, 

but we do need to know and make clear where we
stand, whose side we are on,

 what perspective we assume, 
how the political and ethical dimension of our word of

faith and life are transmitted? 
 

Final Document of the Amazon Synod 
 

 

 
 
 


